


A practical understanding of your soil is essential in managing your lawn. Soil pH is-perhaps the most crucial element. Most turf 
grasses perform best when the soil pH falls between 6.3 and 7.0. Centipede differs in that it performs best in the 5.7-6.5 range. If 
your soil pH does not fall within this range, essential nutrients will not be available to the grass. W.P. Law Inc. offers a complete 
soil testing service. Soil samples can be dropped off at any of our locations around the state. 

Verdelawn is used to adjust soil-pH. When applied at a rate of 12 pounds per 1,000 sq. ft., Verdelawn will rnise the pH as much 
as one point in as little as 4-6 weeks. � �'"""����-�ll'�'v°::.����.lls.f'.,�������"'4��--�� ... ,:�--..,��- -
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Watering 
The watering requirement for your Centipede lawn will vary greatly due to constantly changing weather conditions. During the 

growing season, it may need anywhere from 0-1.5" of water per week. The professionals at W. P. Law, Inc. suggest using an 
irrigation controller with a weather station or soil moisture sensors to compensate for these changing conditions. 

Studies have shown these types of controllers can save 20-50% on your water bill over traditional time based controllers. Existing 
controllers can also be fitted with this water saving technology. In addition to saving water and money, there is no need for continual 
adjustment. The result is a better looking lawn with less effort. Because these "smart controllers" only apply water when needed, 
they will usually pay for themselves in water savings within the first year. 

Mowing 
Centipede performs best when mowed closely. We suggest that your lawn be mowed as close to 11/2 to 2 inches as possible. The 

height of c�t should be e�sily obtained as long as the lawn is smooth. :If there are severe irregularities in the grade, be careful not to j 
scalp certam areas. Scalpmg a lawn could cause damage to the crown of the plant. In order for Centipede to look its best, it is 
recommended thay your lawn be mowed every 7-10 days. This ensures that you avoid that "white" color of the lawn just after 
mowing. A good rule of thumb is to NEVER remove more than 1 /3 of the leaf blade during mowing

Pre-Emergent Herbicides 
Pre-emergent herbicides are used to prevent annual weeds from germinating in your lawn by forming a protective chemical 

barrier on the soil surface. There are both cool season and warm season annual weeds that germinate at various times throughout 
the year. By applying a pre-emergent herbicide, an ounceof prevention is worth a pound of cure. 
NEVER apply these products on a lawn that is not well established! 

Aeration has two purposes. The first is to simply loosen the soil. The second is to prune the roots. Core aeration is the recommended 
method and should be performed every 2 years on a typical home lawn during the growing season. If your lawn receives heavy foot 
traffic, it is advisable to aerate every year. Aeration should be performed during the growing season of the turf. 

There are,several types of spittlebugs in South Carolina. The two-lined spittlebug causes the-
most damage on turf by sucking out sap from the leaf blades with their needle like mouth
parts. Centipede grass seems to be the most affected, although these insects will feed on 

• Bermuda, Zoysia, and St. Augustine. Spittle bug €ggs over-winter in hollow stems of the grass
and in plant debris on the soil. Eggs require high humidity for developing and hatch in May

·� and early June. Twolined spittlebugs are easily identified by the two orange lines across
their backs. There are usually 2-3 generations per year in South Carolina. Young adults
(nymphs) are also identified by spittle masses which protect it from drying and natural 
enemies. These masses look like spit and very indicative of spittlebug infestations. Most 
healthy stands of grass can tolerate certain levels of infestation. Regular mowing can help to 
reduce the population of these feeding insects. Mowing before insecticide applications can 
increase their effectiveness. Damage usually occurs from June through September. Grasses 
with high thatch and humidity levels favor spittlebug activity. Infestations result in yellowing
o(grasses. 
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