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Weeds are problematic in our landscapes due to the fact they are aesthetically unpleasing and compete with desirable plants for water, 
nutrients and sunlight.  This is a quick guide to help identify and control many of the most common weeds found throughout the state.  While 
this is not a complete guide that covers all weeds, it addresses the major weeds that cause problems in South Carolina landscapes.

Most weeds fall into one of two categories either annual or perennial.  Annual weeds complete their life cycle in one season.  At the end of 
the growing season annual weeds produce seed to ensure future weed populations.  Because most annual weeds start from seed, 
pre-emergent herbicides are usually the best means of controlling them by inhibiting their germination.  

There are both cool-season and warm-season annual weeds.  Cool-season weeds begin to germinate when soil temperatures fall below 55 
degrees F (Fall) and complete their life cycle in the spring time when warmer weather begins.  Warm-season annual weeds begin to germi-
nate when soil temperatures rise above 55 degrees F (Spring) and complete their life cycle when cool weather begins.   

Perennial weeds once established in the landscape will survive for many growing seasons.  These types of weeds can reproduce through 
several different means including seed and underground structures.  The most effective way to deal with perennial weeds is through the use 
of post-emergent herbicides.  

The two other categories that weeds fall under are broadleaf and grassy.  Broadleaf weeds come in many shapes and sizes with various 
patterns to their leaves.  Just as the name implies, broadleaf weeds are generally more wide than long.  Grassy weeds tend to be narrower 
and longer, similar to the grass in your lawn.  It is important for you to make the distinction between these two classifications, in order to 
select the proper herbicide for their control.  As a general rule, most grassy weed herbicides will not control broadleaf weeds and vice versa.  
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Additional Information

Disclaimer:
This guide is an informal reference to herbicides available for controlling common weeds.  It is not meant to supplement any product 
labels.  Herbicide labels should always be consulted before being applied.  Labels are subject to change.  Due to differences in grass 
varieties, environmental conditions, temperature, stress, moisture conditions, plant health, and other factors herbicide applications 
may cause undesirable injury to grasses.  W.P. Law Inc. does not guarantee or warranty the use of herbicides listed in this guide.  Please 
remember that the label is the law.

Visit our website for additional information on other weed images and herbicides available through W.P. Law Inc.   Information on pesticide 
labels and MSDS sheets also can be found by visiting our Resources Tab at www.wplawinc.com/labels_msds  Other information on our 
website includes turfgrass disease control, turfgrass insect control, fertilizer programs, aquatic weed control, and ornamental insect control. 
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Description:  Green Kyllinga  Perennial weed with dark green, thin leaves. Contains reddish, purple underground runners. Seed-
head round or oblong in shape with three leaves below it. Prefers damp moist environment. Reproduces from seed and underground 
runners.

Annua Kyllinga (Cyperus brevifolius)        Type:  Sedge       Life cycle:  Perennial

Bermuda Centipede FescueSt. Augustine Zoysia
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Description:  Annual Kyllinga  Annual with shallow, fibrous root system. Bunch type growth with aromatic leaves when crushed 
or mowed. Produces light colored seedhead with three to four leaves at top of bare stem.


